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Evolution of Political Structure at Grass — Root Level in Rural Areas
of Northeast China during Japanese Occupation

CHE Ji - hong
(Institute of History, Heilongjiang Academy of Social Sciences, Harbin, Heilongfiang, 150018, China)

Abstract: After the September 18th Incident, Japanese authority strengthened its control over the grass — root
society in rural areas of Northeast China they occupied. At the beginning of occupation, Japanese puppet au-
thorities continued to use Baojia System (£R R #i| ) in order to maintain local public security and their colonial
domination over grass — root society. Afterwards, a new supervision and domination system based on streets and
villages was put in place to cater for colonial rule. As the war went on, the Japanese ruler established a neigh-
bor supervision organization at village level to suit the needs of the war. The evolution of political structure at
grass —root level in Northeast China and a series of policies and measures taken by Japanese rulers to further
control villages and people all serve the purpose of colonial aggression.

Key words: villages in Northeast China: grass —root regime: political structure; Baojia system ({5 B 41 ) ;

Puppet Manchuria Harmony Association.
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The Great Change of Water Conservancy System
in Early Ming Dynasty and Some Related Problems

XIE Shi
(Centre for Historical Anthropology, Sun Yat — sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275, China)

Abstract:Early Ming Dynasty saw the holistic transformation of the water conservancy system in the Tai Lake
(K #) valley, which brought a series of related environmental changes. The great transformation resulted in
the stability of flood discharge eastward from Tai Lake at the expense of the local water conservancy in the west
of Tai Lake. The new pattern of water conservancy in Jiangnan (L) area changed the water environment of
polder reclamation, and facilitated land reclamation further in the east of the Tai Lake. On this basis, the re—
formation of taxes and corvee system began to develop.

Key words:the Ming Dynasty; Jiangnan ({LF) ; water conservancy; polder
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